Spiritual Diversity: What

Makes Us Different?
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Introduction

* Not about what people believe, but what's
behind our beliefs, way we worship.

* Personal theology
— Meaning-making frames
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— Five dominant groups

— 10 years of research with Protestant students
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Separation and Reunion

 Characteristics:

Human problem is isolation
Overwhelming cosmos; sense of abandonment
Life is a gift, and Is also arbitrary. Emphasis on mystery.

Sensing that one was made to b elong to something or someone.
De ith R . -
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Separation and Reunion

« Spiritual Needs/ Resources:
— Essential question: Where am 1?

Gleneral feeling is longing; identity of an orphan; tend to feel
alone

Sin means taking one’s relation for granted
Need Gentle invitation

Sacramen
— Praver
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World One Ilustrations

When you see my procession, Grandfather, look at our
don't cry, “Gone, Gone.” brokenness.

For me it is atime of meeting and We know that in all creation

reunion. _ Only the human family
As you lower me into the grave, Has strayed from the Sacred Way.

dont say, L SolSl We know that we are the ones
The grave is a veil before the Wh divided
gathering of paradise. e 1CE0;
When you see that lowering down, ~ ~\NJ WEare tn€ ones
consider arisi 0ack together

What harm S

D -
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- World One

You could have golden treasure
buried beneath your feet, and walk
over it again and again, yet never find

it because you don't realize it is there.

Just so, all beings live every moment
in the city of the Divine, but never
find the Divine because it is hidden
by the veil of illusion.

In my Father's house are many
dwelling places; if it were not so,

| would have told you; for 1 go to
prepare a place for you. If Igo
and prepare a place for you, | will
come again and receive you to
Myself, that where | am, there

/C ay be also.
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Conflict and Vindication

 Characteristics:

— Human problem is oppression, chaos (history as chaotic)

— Conflict is the heart of life; drama of winners and losers

— We are caught in evil system, inside and out

— Death viewed as the flnal enemy; there will be change or protest
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Conflict and Vindication

« Spiritual Needs/ Resources
— Essential question: What can be done?
— General feeling is anger; identity of a warrior

— Sin is external evil disrupting relation; tend to have strong social
conscience
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May be ragi -
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Use of intercessory prayer, contend with God through dialogue
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World Two Ilustrations

Blessed be the Lord, my rock,

who trains my hands for war, | have fought the good fight, |

and mK_fmgers for battle; my finished the race,%’
|

have kept

lovingkindness and my fortress, the faith. Now there is in stgre

my stronghold and my deliverer, for me the crown of

my shield and He in whom | take righteousness, which the Lord,

refuge, who subdues my people the righteous Judge, will award

under me. to me on that day — and not only
| 0 me, but also to all who have

Psalm 1
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~ World Two

We are often tempted to “explain”
suffering in terms of “the will of
God.” Not only can this evoke
anger and frustration, but also it
is false. “God's will” is not a label
that can be put on unhapBy_
situations. God wants to bring

oy not pain, peace not war,
healing not suffering. Therefc
instead of declar

Exercise the right to dream.
You must face the reality that
ought to be, that must be. Live
beyond the pain of reality with
the dream of a bright
tomorrow. Use hope and
imagination as weapons of

nd progress. Use
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Emptiness and Fulfiliment
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Emptiness and Fulfillment

« Characteristics
— Human problem is self-estrangement or lost potential

— Mystery of living is growth, expansiveness, fulfillment

— Suffer from lack of self-confidence due to emphasis on unfulfilled
self, and awareness of possibilities

— Sins of omission; not venturing in relation
— Focus on self h
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Emptiness and Fulfillment

« Spiritual Needs/Resources
— Essential question: Who am 1?

— General feeling is ache or void; identity of an outcast
— Evil is squandering life’s potential

— Healthy regard for vitality, deep sharing, living

— God experlenced as present
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~ World Three

People say, what is the sense of

our small effort. They cannot
see that we must lay one brick
at atime, take one step at a
time. A pebble cast into a pond
causes ripples that spread in all

directions. Each one of our
thoughts, words and deeds is
like that. No one has aright to
sit down and feel hopeless.
There's too much work to dc

- Doroftl

You are the salt of the earth; but
if the salt has become tasteless,
how can it be made salty again?
It is no longer good for
anything... You are the light of
the world. A city set on a hill
pe hidden; nor does
1 lamp and put it
sour light
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Do not go after the past,
Nor Lose yourself in the future.
For the past no longer exists,

Go to the ant, O sluggard,
Observe her ways and be wise,

Which, having no chief, officer or
ruler,

Prepares her food in the summer

And gathers her provision in the
[ | -.' C t - L

And the future is not yet here.

By looking deeply at things just as
they are,

In this moment, here and now,

The seeker lives calmly anc -

You should be attentiy PR D"‘

For waitin '
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Condemnation and Forgiveness
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Condemnation and Forgiveness

 Characteristics

— Human problem is powerless to temptation, falling short
Centers on power of demonic upon one’s will; longing to be pure,
perfect innocent
Sln |s desecratlon of relation; willful, |ntent|onal chosen
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Condemnation and Forgiveness

« Spiritual Needs/ Resources
— Essential question: Who can restore me?

— General feeling is guilt; identity of fugitive
— Prayer as confession and absolution




World Four Illlustrations

O God, the God of my
ancestors, hear my prayer.
Forgive me for the sins | have
committed during my lifetime. |
am ashamed of all those things
| have done wrong. Please
accept my sufferln? and pain as
an atonement and forgive m
sins, for | know it is against You
that | have sinnec

death be an

the si

Through your blessing, grace,
and guidance, through the
ower of the light that streams
rom you: May all my negative
karma, destructive emotions,
obscurations, and blockages be
Eurlfled and removed. May |
now myself forgiven for all the
narm | may have thought and
; omplish this
f phowa and
Jeath,
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~ World Four

Our Lord! We have heard the call
of the one calling (Us) to Faith,
'‘Believe ye in the Lord,' and we
have believed. Our Lord! Forgive
us our sins, blot out from us our
iniquities, and take to Thyself our
souls in the company of the
righteous.

For what | am doing, | do not

understand; for | am not

Bractlcm what | would like to do,
ut | am doing the very thing |

hate. But if | do the very thing |
do not want to do, | agree wit
the Law, confessing that the Law
Is good. So now, no longer am |

- - g it, but sin which
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Suffering and Endurance

« Characteristics
— Human problem is meaninglessness experienced as

engulfment
— Llfe IS a predator (heavmess to dally I|V|ng)




Suffering and Endurance

« Spiritual Needs/ Resources
— Essential question: Can | make it?

— General feeling is overwhelmed; identity of a victim or refugee
— Suffering is central; God suffering with us

— Patience, determination; travail can brlng healing (suffering with
integrity)

— May become
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World Five lllustrations

There is a freedom from desire
and sorrow at the end of the
way. The awakened one is free
from all fetters and goes
beyond life and death. (...) Like
a bird in the air, he takes an
invisible course, Wantln
nothing, storing noth

knOWI g the

Ye who believe! Seek help with
patlent erseverance an
prayer, for God is with those
who patiently persevere. % .) Be
sure we shall test you wit
something of fear and hunger,
some loss in goods or lives for
the frmts (of your toil), but give
those who
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~ World Five

| am tired and weary but | must toil We also exult in our tribulations,
on knowing that tribulation brings

Til the Lord come to call me away about perseverance; and

A perseverance, proven character;
th&?ntg?sr?r?e”l]ilgﬁtls bright and the and proven character, hope; and

: =gl hope does not disappoint,

And the night is fair as the day B o s

There'll be peace in the valley for me been poured out within our
someday ~m nearts through the Holy Spirit
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Putting It Together

« World 1, 2, 5: external struggle
—World 1: Paradox
—World 2: Resistance




« Theological Worlds research published by W. Paul Jones

In Theological Worlds: Understanding the Alternative
Rhythms of Christian Belief, Nashville; Abingdon Press,
1989, and Worlds Within a Congregation: Dealing with
Theol_oglcal Diversity, Nashville:”Abingdon Press, 2000.
Modified self-assessmer th f the

author.




